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downward, if uncommonly damaging, to the sorcerers or to
any class unpopular at the moment. Now the British Govern-
ment, having thrown aside these lightning-conductors, is much
more exposed tban a native ruler would be to shocks from
famines or other widespread misfortunes; and ki fact the
native newspapers already indicate that the tendency to cry
out upon government when the world goes in any way wrong, is
actually becoming immeasurable* Cholera, famine, and great
sea inundations, when they are not made the text of invectives
against the British Government, do at least in some confused
way bring upon it great discredit, not apparently from the idea
that the gods are angry with the government which has ignored
them so persistently as to have pretty well established its in-
dependence of them, but upon the dim feeling that the govern-
ment has undertaken the gods' business and is breaking down.
And the multifarious functions assumed by a modern adminis-
tration (so far beyond the simple regime of an ordinary Asiatic
ruler, who merely collects revenue and keeps an army) lay
it wide open to every kind of imputation against its wisdom
and its benevolence ; it is like a great divinity in whom are
absorbed and concentrated a great number of attributes*

This feeling, moreover, when we consider it> must be
admitted to be the natural outcome of the movement and
direction given to ideas by the British Empire in such a
country as India* We have in many ways openly undertaken
the business and liabilities usually left by Asiatics, at least
in form, to divine authority; the science of administration is
supplanting the science' of theology, the cool scorn of the
English legislature, and its force, are fatal to tke predominance
of divinity, whose sphere of action contracts perceptibly under
that influence. Rules of conduct which hitherto have rested
upon theologic sanction, gradually drop the connection with,
theology when they come to be adppted and enforced by a penal
code; while theology^ is fpree<3, to save its credit and avoid
awkward collisions, to drop ru^es of misconduct wliich the code
prohibits. Under these favourable auspices the reformation
of religious beliefs, pushed forward by a morality so powerfully
backed up, is likely ta.lie abnormally rapid, aixd one is almost